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As seen during the recent Revelation Roadshows, Excel can run a query across the web and 
request data from OpenInsight through the OICGI. This White Paper will cover the creation and 
use of these Web Queries. 
 
Since Office 97, Excel has had the capability of requesting data via an HTTP request over the 
Web. Although Excel has its own tools for creating a Web Query, it is probably easier for OI 
developers to create the Web Query Files from scratch. 
 
Web Query files are really just text files that end with an IQY extension. They are normally 
stored in the C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\Office\Queries subdirectory. They can be 
created using the text editor of your choice. 
 
IQY files typically have 4 lines, separated by carriage returns. They are: 
Line 1 is the type of query (WEB) 
Line 2 is the version of Query (1) 
Line 3 is the location of the Web document (an INET Procedure) 
Line 4 contains the POST parameters being passed to the Web document 
 
This typical Web Query file, called CANNED.IQY, will contain 4 lines, and look like this: 
 
WEB 
1 
http://localhost/cgi-bin/oicgi.exe/inet_weblist 
cmd='list purchase_orders po_date po_desc po_line  stk_no qty unit_cost id-supp' 
 
Line 1 is always the word WEB, in capital letters. 
Line 2 is the number 1, the version of Web Query supported by Microsoft 
Line 3 is the web address and INET procedure you will call, e.g. INET_WEBLIST 
Line 4 is the specific parameters and values to be passed to the INET procedure 
 
In those cases where you want to prompt your users to enter information, the file will look like 
this example, named ADHOC.IQY: 
 
WEB 
1 
http://127.0.0.1/cgi-bin/oicgi.exe/inet_weblist 
cmd=["CMD","Enter Any Rlist Statement"] 
 
Line 1 is always the word WEB, in capital letters. 
Line 2 is the number 1, the version of Web Query supported by Microsoft 
Line 3 is the web address and INET procedure you will call, e.g. INET_WEBLIST 
Line 4 contains the parameters to be passed to the INET procedure, and then within square 
brackets, the parameter, and then text you want the user to see. 
 



Running a Web Query 
 
From within Excel (Excel 97 or better), choose Data-Get External Data-Run Saved Query, as 
seen here: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Following window should appear: 
 

 
 
If you created your Web Query file with an IQY extension, and it is in the Queries subdirectory, 
it should appear in the list of queries. 



Clicking on one of the queries will produce the following dialog box, asking where the data from 
the query should be put: 
 

 
 

While the Query is running, the user will see (briefly) the following screen where Excel indicates 
that it is getting the data from the CANNED query: 
 

 
 
 
Finally, the data will appear, looking like this: 
 

 
 



When Running the ADHOC.IQY, the user sees this extra dialog box: 
 

 
 
After the list statement has been entered, and the user clicks on the OK button, the following 
output will appear: 
 

 
 
In this second example, we listed a field named ID_SYM. This field is a symbolic that uses 
common HTML tags and existing INET functions that are delivered with OpenInsight.  
 



The formula for ID_SYM is as follows: 
@ANS = '<A HREF = "http://127.0.0.1/cgi-
bin/oicgi.exe/INET_FORMREAD?FORM_ID=BOOKS_HTM&BOOK_ID=':@ID:'">':@I
D:'</A>' 
 
(The above should all be on one line- it’s wrapping in this document.) 
 
You can see it is a symbolic because it evaluates into the variable @ANS. 
 
The pieces are as follows: 
<A HREF =  The Start of an HTML Anchor Tag 
http://127.0.0.1/cgi-bin/oicgi.exe/ The Address where the OICGI.EXE file resides 
/INET_FORMREAD An INET function supplied with OI, that needs 2 

parameters 
FORM_ID=BOOKS_HTM The first of the two parameters required. A 

FORM_ID, and its value 
&BOOK_ID=':@ID:'  The second of the two parameters: the name and 

value of the key field for the form named in 
FORM_ID 

">':@ID:'</A>' The end of the anchor tag, the key to the record, and 
the close of the anchor tag. This will cause the value 
of @id to appear as a link in a browser. 

 
 
Here’s another example showing a symbolic with a report statement embedded in it: 
 
@ANS = '<A HREF = "HTTP://127.0.0.1/cgi-bin/oicgi.exe/INET_weblist?cmd=LIST 
BOOKS ID_SYM TITLE AUTHOR WITH AUTHOR = ':CHAR(39): {AUTHOR}: 
CHAR(39) :' ID-SUPP">' :{AUTHOR}:'</A>' 
 
(The above should all be on one line- it’s wrapping in this document.) 
 
For other help, from within Excel, search on “Retrieving data from a Web Page”, as well as 
Microsoft Knowledgebase article Q157482. 
 
That’s all there is to it! Have Fun! 


