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Introduction  

Welcome to one of the easiest to use, most flexible and powerful web development tools available, WebOI 

from Revelation Software. 

This Quick Start Guide has been produced especially for those of you wishing to build WebOI applications on 

a Vista machine.  I should point out that throughout this document I will be using a standalone laptop 

running Vista Home Premium, being an officially unsupported environment.  Please seek current support 

advice from Revelation with regards to the vista Operating system and OI version 9.0 or later. 

This document is designed to enable you to jump straight into building an application using OpenInsightõs 

WebOI.  Over the next few pages we will look at: 

1) Configuring IIS7, being part of the Vista operating system. 

2) Configuring OECGI2 for use with OpenInsight version 9.0 or later. 

3) The creation of a simple OI form and popup. 

4) Launching WebOI from OpenInsightõs Application Manager. 

5) The creation of a commuter module for use with our existing OpenInsight  Form. 

6) The conversion process to convert an OpenInsight form to be Web enabled. 

7) The conversion process to convert an OpenInsight pop-up to be Web enabled. 

8) How to launch your web-based application locally, using localhost. 

Revelation provide numerous developer resources that will provide you with more details, background 

concepts and terms that you should become familiar with as you develop more with OpenInsight.  These 

resources include the Getting Started PDFõs located in your main OpenInsight directory, the extensive online 

help system built into OpenInsight and the RevUS web site (www.revelation.com) and the UK web site 

(www.revsoft.co.uk).  The main US web site featuring a free online threaded discussion forum where you can 

ask questions, search and research any problems that you might have and gain ôreal-worldõ advice. 

In addition, I would strongly urge you to review the main WebOI Quick Start  Guide which is a .pdf 

document that can be found within your OpenInsight installation.  This document goes on to  look at 

configuring I IS6 on XP, the creation of a web enabled collector window and report with a drill -down, 

Managing Menus and also Managing AJAX using the Designer Interface.  

So letõs get going. 

  

http://www.revelation.com/
http://www.revsoft.co.uk/
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Install  OpenInsight  

You will need OpenInsight version 9.0 or later installed on your machine to work through this guide .  Please 

contact your usual Revelation representative if you do not have a WebOI supported version or access to the 

OpenInsight WORKS program.  Alternatively, you can download, install and use the OpenInsight 9.0 

evaluation software to work through this guide (not available at the time of writing).  

You can install OpenInsight wherever you wish, within the terms of the license of course.  However, for the 

purposes of this guide, I recommend that you install it locally in the default location or, as in my case, simply 

in C:\RevSoft.  Please make sure that you modify the paths shown throughout this document accordingly. 

Create the WEBOIDEMO application  

I will assume that you know how to use OpenInsight, so go ahead and create a new application called 

WEBOIDEMO or you can use the EXAMPLES
1
 application

 
if you wish. We will use this throughout this guide.  

a) Create a new application called WEBOIDEMO 

 

b) Create a simple CONTACTS table to save some sample data into.  I have used MP_CONTACTS, purely 

because I always prefix my entities with MP_ to make locating them in the repository much easier. 

 1
 The WebOI Quick Start Guide that ships with OpenInsight and which is based on Windows XP uses the EXAMPLES application.  It is 

highly recommended that reference is made to that document in addition to this one which is Vista based.  



Copyright ©  2008 ð Revelation Software Limited, Revelation Software, Inc.  All rights reserved. 

 

C
h

a
p
te

r:
 C

re
a
te

 t
h
e

 W
E

B
O

ID
E

M
O

 a
p
p
lic

a
ti
o
n 

5 

 

c) Now create a new form called MP_CONTACTS as shown below.  Add QuickEvents for the Save and 

Cancel buttons, but leave the pop-up button alone for now.  

 

d) Create a new popup using the MP_CONTACTS table as shown below and save it as 

MP_POPUP_CONTACTS. 

 

e) Finally, go back to the form designer and set the search button to launch the pop -up and return the 

selected value to the ID edit line. 

We are done with OpenInsight for the moment so go ahead and close down OpenInsight.  
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Install an d Configure  IIS7 

This Quick Start Guide assumes that IIS7 (Internet Information Services ) will be installed onto the same 

machine as OI.  I my case, I have IIS7 installed into the default location on my laptop.  IIS7 has some additional 

security features over an IIs6 installation, which I guess is a good thing, but it means that we have some 

addition hoops to jump th rough. 

a) Navigate to the Control Panel and select Programs to open up the window shown below. 

 

b) Now click on the ôTurn Windows features on or 

offõ option under the ôPrograms and Featuresõ 

heading.  This should present you with the 

screen shown to the right . 

 

You need to select the Internet Information 

Services components that you wish to install.  

The image to right shows you those 

components that I chose to turn on.   

 

I am no IIS professional and I would strongly 

urge you to take all appropriate advice at this 

stage, especially if this is going to be used as a 

live web server or run over any sort of network. 

 

Once you are done, click OK to close this 

window. 
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c) If you are only working through this as a test, or for period demo purposes, I would suggest that IIS7 is 

set to not start when your machine boots up.  At the present time, I have not worked out how to 

achieve this as IIS is not listed in the usual place where programs are set to not run at system start-up. 

 

d) You can now check to ensure that IIS is working correctly by entering http://localhost/  into your 

preferred internet browser.  You should be presented with the following screen.  If you do ð IIS7 is 

installed and working. 

 

e) Once IIS7 is installed and working, we need to create a virtual path to our Inetsrv folder, which resides 

under the main OpenInsight folder.  

 

Open up the Computer Management 

window by right clicking on ôComputerõ 

found on the ôStart Menuõ and select the 

ôManageõ option ð as shown. 

  

http://localhost/
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f) The Computer Management window will display. You should now locate ôInternet Information Services 

(IIS)õ under the Services and Applications option in the left most pane.  Then expand the ôSitesõ option 

under the Connections pane to navigate to the default Website ð as shown. 

 

g) We now need to create the virtual directory to our Inetsrv folde r under OpenInsight.   

 

To do this, right mouse click on 

the Default Web Site node and 

select ôAdd Virtual Directoryõ from 

the context menu. 

 

This will open up the Add virtual 

Directory window as shown 

below. 
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h) As shown, set the Alias to be ôweboiõ and the Physical path to the location of your OI Inetsrv folder.  

 

i) Now open the ôConnect asêõ window and set the Path credentials as required.  Mine are set the default 

as shown below, but I would suggest that you take advice on these settings. 

 

j) I then ran the Test Settings and received the results below.  Ignore these if you get the same.  I tried to 

set the ôSpecific Userõ but that made no difference.  I understand that the test only partially succeeds as 

we have not yet allowed IIS7 to process CGI requests. 
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k) Security is tighter in IIS7 compared to other versions of IIS and the first thing that I looked to change 

was the permissions for the Inetsrv folder ð purely because this seemed logical.   

 

There are other permissions settings to make later, but I found out about those later in my research 

and this document runs in the order that I did things.  

 

To set the permissions for the web 

server to access Inetsrv, right mouse 

click on the ôweboiõ folder that should 

now show under the ôDefault Websiteõ 

node ð as shown. 

 

Choose ôEdit Permissionsõ from the 

context menu and then make sure that 

the Administrators group has full 

control over the Inetsrv folder on your 

machine.  Again, take some qualified 

advice on this if yo u are doing this 

for real to ensure that you are not 

opening up any security holes.  

 

For now we are done with IIS, so close 

down all of the windows to the main 

Computer Management window  
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Finally, start Internet Explorer and type  http://localhost/weboi/s tart.htm    into the URL prompt to test the 

virtual directory.  If the virtual directory  weboi points to the Inetsrv folder in your OpenInsight directory you 

should see the following page in your browser.  
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Back to IIS7 Security  

Following a test connection, I found that I was still unable to get to run the OECGI routines.  This pointed me 

towards setting IIS so that it has permissions to interact with OECGI and OECGI2. 

To set these permissions, run through the following steps: 

a) Open up the Internet Informat ion Services (IIS) Manager.  Click on the server in the Connections list, 

and then click on "ISAPI and CGI Restrictions" under the IIS features view.   

 

b) Here you will need to specify the path to OECGI.exe or OECGI2.exe, depending on which you intend to 

use.  Erring on the side of caution, I configured both.  I understand that it is also possible to allow any 

CGI application to run, but that is not at all recommended . 

 

Enter a suitable description and make sure that the ôAllow extension path to executeõ to be checked 

and click Ok when you are done. 
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You should now have two entries as shown below, both with a Restriction setting set to ôAllowedõ. 

 

c) Next, go back to the server (or a specific website (I chose my Default Web site) and click on the 

Handler Mappings.  
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You may already have a ôCGI-exeõ handler with a path of *.exe and which is set to Disabled.  Enable that 

entry, or add a new one (Request path = *.exe, Module = CgiModule, Name = whatever you like).  

 

In the handle permissions you will need to have  

òExecuteó checked. 

 

 

 

 

The end result should look like that below.  If it is close the Internet Information Services (IIS) Manager. 
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Configure the Registry Settings for OECGI or OECGI2 

We now need to set the OECGI or OECGI2 registry settings.  These will tell OpenInsight which web application 

we wish to launch, how the engines should behave, etc.   

 

 

Playing in the registry is not advisable if you are not sure what you are doing.  Things that are 

difficult to fix can quickly become broken and advice should be taken as appropriate. 

 

 

To configure the registry settings, follow the steps in 

this section of the Quick start Guide closely and 

carefully. 

a) From the Start Menu, locate the ôStart searchõ 

box and type ôregeditõ as shown in the image 

opposite.   

 

If, like in my example screen shot, you have 

previously run regedit, it might show in the 

Programs list as a shortcut.  Click this option, if it 

shows on your machine. 

 

The Vista Registry Editor should then display  

 

b) Navigate to the ôHKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE node 

and expand that.  Then locate the SOFTWARE 

node and expand that as well.  Then scroll down to 

locate the RevSoft folder and open that to reveal the Revsoft registry entries.  If this is your first time in 

this area, you should only have OpenInsight listed. 

  


